
District Councillors Report – for July 2019, Cllr Hazel Smith 

Future Parks Accelerator programme 
The Heritage Lottery Fund, teaming up with the National Trust, have set aside some funding and 

experienced staff to work with councils on developing best practice in managing parks for the future. The 

idea is to find ways that free access to green space can be managed in the most sustainable way, sharing 

good practice ideas etc. Across Britain, 81 bids were put in and 8 were successful, including 

Cambridgeshire County Council’s bid with its district council partners. In South Cambs we don’t run parks: 

open space is generally managed by parish councils, but in the new towns to come (Northstowe, 

Waterbeach) this may well change. This should be good news for Milton Country Park and the Cambridge 

Sport Lakes Trust who run it. 

 

Waterbeach Green issues 
The police are involved in looking into problems experienced with some antisocial behaviour by a small 

group on Waterbeach green. The issue has been taken seriously and South Cambs is also acting to help 

resolve the problem. 

 

A14 roadworks noise 
Standing up for residents who have had trouble sleeping and leading a normal life recently, South Cambs 

has imposed a limit of 65dB on the noise residents should be prepared to tolerate when the road works are 

close to their homes, and have stopped the loud night-time working. They had done both tree-clearance and 

pile driving at night prior to this. The district council has powers under Environmental Health legislation, 

and is standing up to the Highways Agency, who have fought back by appealing the order. This will go to 

an expensive court case – but South Cambs is standing firm on behalf of residents in Orchard Park, Histon 

and Impington, and the Travellers on the Blackwell site in Milton who are closest of all. The case will set a 

precedent for works close to other villages as the A14 work progresses in Girton and Bar Hill. We hear that 

the limit set on works for HS2 is 60dB, so 65dB is not unprecedented. The WHO Guidelines for 

Community Noise identify 60 dB LpAFMax outside as the guideline value for sleep disturbance with 

windows open.  

 

Parkside main police station relocation 
The police are consulting on moving the main police station for the South of Cambridgeshire & 

Peterborough to a site just south of the Milton Park and Ride. Their meeting for local councillors was well 

attended and useful, however the public meeting at Milton School was rather taken over by Cambridge city 

councillors who are against the move in principle. There will be another public meeting at Milton 

Community Centre for (very) local people on 10th July at 7:30. Unfortunately this clashes with the 

Waterbeach New Town Community Forum, which starts at 6pm. 

 

Chesterton Fen access – Northern Fringe plans 
The responses to the consultation on the Area Action Plan for the development round Cambridge North 

station were so strongly asking for a road access to Fen Road Chesterton that we have won a small 

concession – instead of showing ‘foot/cycle bridge’ access across the railway from the new development, 

the plans will show a ‘bridge’. There is no funding mechanism to provide a road access, though Network 

Rail must realise that in order to run more trains on that line they will have to provide mitigation so the 

only way in and out is not blocked off for so much of the day. We are asking for a feasibility study. The 

next meeting of the local consultation forum is on 25th June, 6:45. Shirley School. 

 

New Chief Executive for South Cambs 
The process for appointing a new Chief Executive is well under way now, and a choice will be made by an 

appointment panel in the first week of July, to be voted on at an Extraordinary meeting of Full Council on 

4th July. 

 

 

 



Notes from the Cabinet and Parish Councils liaison meeting – 26th June 2019, Cllr Hazel 
Smith 

Civil Parking Enforcement 
The Council is trying to work with the police on this, but the PCC is reluctant to help us – even if parishes 

are prepared to pay for police officers’ time. 

 

Local plan 
There will be a lot of work involving consultations with the public over the next year. 

 

Operation London Bridge 
This is the code the police have given to planning for action in the case of the death of a senior member of 

the royal family. Civic activities are likely to centre around the Cambridge Guildhall, rather than out at 

Cambourne. PC members may be invited. There are a number of things parishes may choose to do locally:  

Make a Book of Condolence available (loose leaf book is recommended) 

Laying of flowers – if people choose to do this the period of mourning may be 10 days – be aware that 

someone needs to keep it looking respectful. 

Record people’s memories of the person – particularly older people. 

Local churches and schools may wish to do something in memoriam. 

If the person dies at Sandringham, there would be a Royal Train passing through Waterbeach and Milton. 

And eventually, inevitably – celebration of a new king. 

 

Waste and recycling 
The service is remodelling its street cleaning and fly-tip clearing service – more details to follow. SCDC is 

divided into 5 areas, and the team will concentrate on one area for 2 weeks in rotation every 10 weeks (ie 5 

times a year). Report fly tipping to waste.enquiries@scambs.gov.uk with the subject line FLYTIP followed 

by the village name. 

There is a new leaflet on what we can recycle, and they are asking village magazines to publish an article 

about it, or to include the leaflet in their distribution rounds. Email waste@scambs.gov.uk if you can offer 

this. 
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